
More teens 

die from 

prescription 

drugs than 

heroin & 

cocaine 

combined.



Kids who start 

drinking 

alcohol before 

age 15 are 

5 times 

more likely to 

develop 

alcohol abuse 

or dependence 

than people 

who first used 

alcohol at age 

21 or older.



More teens 

are in 

treatment 

with a 

primary 

diagnosis of 

marijuana 

dependence 

than for all 

other illegal 

drugs 

combined.



When 

prescription 

drugs are used 

without a 

prescription 

they can be as 

dangerous as 

alcohol or 

illegal drugs.  

You can die 

from abusing 

prescription 

drugs . . . even 

the first time.



Risk factors for becoming 

addicted to alcohol and 

drugs, like other conditions 

and diseases, vary from 

person to person.  

But, the common risk 
factors include:  

1.  Genetics / family history  

    

2. Age when you start using 

alcohol or drugs 

3. Family / including abuse, 

neglect and traumatic 

experiences in childhood

 

4. Social Environment / 

including access to 

alcohol and drugs

5. Types of drugs used



The only 

thing we 

know for 

sure:  

if you don't 

drink alcohol 

and don’t do 

drugs, you 

definitely 

won't become 

addicted.



CAN YOU GET 

ADDICTED 

EVEN IF YOU 

ONLY DO 

DRUGS OR 

DRINK 

ALCOHOL 

ONCE IN 

AWHILE?

YES!



If you think 

"everyone is doing it" 
consider the facts...  

Most students go 

all the way through 

high school without 

ever doing drugs or 

getting drunk.
53.3% never used any illegal drug.

58% never smoked marijuana.

90.5% never did inhalants.

90.7% never did tranquilizers.

91.8% never did barbiturates.

93.5% never did ecstasy.

94% never did cocaine.

96.1% never did LSD.

97.6% never did meth.

98.8% never did heroin.

MOST KIDS ARE NOT USING DRUGS! 



Alcohol 

and drugs 

are the 

leading 

causes of 

crime 

among 

youth. 



Each year, 
approximately 

5,000 
People 

under the 

age of 21 

die 
as a result 

of underage 
drinking. 


